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A vision of Canada where people with disabilities enjoy full participation and citizenship, 
supported by a coherent framework of legislation, regulation and programs.

Two recent op eds in the Globe & Mail have resurrected the thorny 
issue of defining disability for the purposes of policy.  While one 
says greater unity is needed in the disability movement, the other 
says a monolithic approach to disability would overshadow 
individual needs.  Certainly the conventional wisdom has been that 
a lack of unity around disability issues has permitted policy makers 
to delay acting, for fear of raising the ire of opposing factions.  

Our research has revealed 11 different definitions of disability that 
are all prevalent in modern disability discourse.  Further, a review of 
the literature suggests explicit criteria for choosing a “good” 
definition of disability, depending on the policy area under 
consideration.  Click here for links to both op eds, and to our 
working paper on defining disability. 

http://www.disabilitypolicyalliance.ca/latest-news/a-unified-disability-movement.html

