
Pandemic Disability Advisory Group

Canadian Disability Policy Alliance & Canadian Disability Participation Project
May 2020

A vision of Canada where people with disabilities enjoy full participation and citizenship, 
supported by a coherent framework of legislation, regulation and programs.

As the COVID-19 pandemic persists, Minister Carla Qualtrough (federal Minister of 

Employment, Workforce Development & Disability Inclusion) has struck a Disability 
Advisory Group, in recognition of the particular needs of people with disabilities.  Al 
Etmanski, co-Chair of the Advisory Group, notes the leadership shown by this 
Minister and this government on disability policy.  At the same time, he affirms the 
tensions in the disability community about 5 aspects of the federal government’s 
response to disability issues in the pandemic:  
• the need for income supplement for extraordinary costs associated with disability;
• the existential threat posed by triage procedures and allocation of scarce health 

care resources;
• the need to recognize the contributions of family, spousal & intimate caregivers as 

an essential part of the care team, especially in hospitals;
• the need for fully accessible communication to ensure equitable access to 

information and treatment; and, 
• the need for forward-planning to ensure improved emergency preparation in the 

future.
To read more about the composition and mandate of the Advisory Group, click here.

http://www.disabilitypolicyalliance.ca/federal-disability-policy/pandemic-disability-advisory-group.html

